
 

 

N E W S L E T T E R   

28 November 2019 
 

 

 

Dear Woodlands family, 
 

From the Principal’s desk 
 
 
 

I recently watched a movie on TV based on a 
true story where a couple adopted 3 children. 
For their first Christmas they showered the 
children with gifts. However, the younger 
children did not want the gifts, they were more 
interested in the boxes the gifts came in. This 
got me thinking about our children. Are we not 
killing them with kindness by over loading them 
with gifts at Christmas? 
 

That night, I Googled “how to keep Christmas 
from getting out of control” and stumbled on 
the tradition of giving 4 gifts for Christmas – a 
simple guideline that’s supposed to help you 
keep the holiday season focused on 
what really matters.  
 

With the 4-gift rule, each person gets just 
four gifts for Christmas: 
 

1. Something you want, 
2. Something you need, 
3. Something to wear, and 
4. Something to read. 

 

Not just a catchy little rhyme, the 4-gift rule for 
Christmas promises to help keep your holiday 
season from devolving into a materialistic 
frenzy of more, more, more and helps you 
stick to a reasonable budget. 
 

But more important than that, many parents 
report that giving just four gifts for Christmas 
can help you raise kids who appreciate what 
they have instead of following in Dudley 
Dursley’s footsteps and throwing a temper 
tantrum when they end up with 36 presents 
instead of last year’s 37. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We especially love how the “want, need, 
wear, read” tradition brings a sense of 
intention to our gift-giving. Because when 
you’re giving just 4 gifts for Christmas, they 
end up being incredibly thoughtful gifts – not 
random gadgets or trinkets you get just to get 
something, even though you know they’ll soon 
end up shoved in a closet or somewhere else 
out of sight, forgotten and collecting dust. 
 

Something You Want 
For “something you want,” it’s your chance to 
give your child the one thing you know will 
make their little face light up. This may be the 
easiest category to tackle because a lot of kids 
have one wish list item they’ve been talking 
about for weeks (or months), whether that’s a 
toy, electronics, or a brand new art set to 
replace a hodge-podge mess of broken 
crayons and dried-out markers. 
 

On the other hand, some kids – especially 
younger kids – may change what’s at the top 
of their wish list on a daily basis. In that 
situation, you know your child best and what 
will delight her.  
 

Something You Need 
If your family is blessed to be able to provide 
for your children’s needs when they crop up 
instead of waiting for birthdays and holidays, 
this category may be a challenge. 
 

Here are a few ideas of things kids tend to 
need: 
 

 Shoes to replace ones that are worn out or 
too small 

 A sturdy backpack to replace one that’s 
falling apart 
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https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0545162076/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=hyhf-four-gifts-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0545162076&linkId=96a19466ca757b6d9aa436a966df241c
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0545162076/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=hyhf-four-gifts-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0545162076&linkId=96a19466ca757b6d9aa436a966df241c
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00CI6J5JQ/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=hyhf-four-gifts-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=B00CI6J5JQ&linkId=99ee7daf19ef1b8612a2f9b34044a447
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00WG0ITNW/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=hyhf-four-gifts-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=B00WG0ITNW&linkId=4b32ade42a94678ab156e5d1dc5659bb


 If they play sports: sports equipment or 
gear like a new soccer ball, volleyball, and 
so on 

 A bike helmet if they’ve outgrown their 
current helmet (same goes for knee and 
elbow pads) 

 A sleeping bag if they’ve outgrown the one 
they have 

 Underwear, socks, and/or belts 
 A lunch box and/or reusable water bottle 
 Pyjamas 
 

Something to Wear 
 

The obvious choice here is clothing, but here 
are a few creative gifts that also work in this 
category: 
 

 Dress-up clothes for pretend play  
 A watch 
 A purse or wallet 
 Jewellery 
 Headphones 
 

Something to Read 
For kids who enjoy reading, this category is a 
no-brainer. The hard part may be picking just 
one book to gift! 
 

For pre-schooler and toddlers, pay attention to 
which picture books they’ve checked out from 
the library and they ask to read again and 
again, then get them a copy of their very own 
so we can read that favourite to them anytime 
they want. 
 

What was your favourite book as a child? Get 
a copy to share with the child, and write a 
special note on the inside cover about why it’s 
your favourite. That personal touch may be just 
the nudge they need to give it a go. 
 

I hope this idea is followed through by most of 
you as many of our children receive so much 
they are no longer appreciative. 
 

Wishing all the Woodlands Pre-Primary 
families a blessed festive season. To our 
Christian families “Merry Christmas”.  
 

If you are travelling on holiday, please travel 
safe. We look forward to seeing everyone in 
the new year. 
 

 
 
 

 
Jenny Copeling 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/b/ref=as_li_qf_br_sr_il_tl?ie=UTF8&node=10971181011&tag=hyhf-four-gifts-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&linkId=f690374b394cde0a6535f24e0dfedfef
https://www.amazon.com/b/ref=as_li_qf_br_sr_il_tl?ie=UTF8&node=10971181011&tag=hyhf-four-gifts-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&linkId=f690374b394cde0a6535f24e0dfedfef
https://www.amazon.com/b/ref=as_li_qf_br_sr_il_tl?ie=UTF8&node=3404641&tag=hyhf-four-gifts-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&linkId=e9c2e0acf70259071ca4c8aea2345290
https://www.amazon.com/b/ref=as_li_qf_br_sr_il_tl?ie=UTF8&node=1265467011&tag=hyhf-four-gifts-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&linkId=1cb96ca1f12f733e8fdacf2fe00da3ff
https://www.amazon.com/b/ref=as_li_qf_br_sr_il_tl?ie=UTF8&node=1265467011&tag=hyhf-four-gifts-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&linkId=1cb96ca1f12f733e8fdacf2fe00da3ff


ORIENTATION MORNING – CLASS OF 

2020 

We trust everyone enjoyed meeting their new 
teacher and peers and are now looking forward 
to 2020’. 
 

 
 
END OF YEAR NEWSLETTER 

Please find in your child’s message bag a copy 
of our first, ever, keepsake, end of year 
Newsletter. We hope you enjoy reading it and 
it takes pride of place on your coffee table. A 
reminder to please send R20 for your copy. 
 

 
 

CHRISTMAS MARKET – TOMORROW - 

FRIDAY 29 NOVEMBER 

A REMINDER FOR ALL THE PRE-PRIMARY 
CHILDREN, TO MEET AT THE FRONT 
ENTRANCE OF THE MATTHEWS HALL AT 
17H45 Tomorrow 
 

Looking forward to an exciting event  
 

 

SANTA SHOEBOX DRIVE – 28 

NOVEMBER 

TOMORROW is “D’ day for all Shoeboxes to 
be handed in.  
A huge thank you to ALL who donated so 
generously to this worthy cause. You are more 
than welcome to attend the event. Please 
contact Tanya on 082 217 4776 for more 
details. 
 

 
 
END OF YEAR CLASS PARTY – 

TOMORROW – FRIDAY 29 NOVEMBER 

A reminder to please send your contribution for 
tomorrow’s Class Party. Looking forward to 
this last event. College will be closing at 12h00. 
Aftercare will continue as usual. 
 

 
 
PROGRESS REPORTS 

Progress reports will be published on Ed 
Admin tomorrow and should be viewable on 
the Edana App.  
 

 



 
 
ACHEIVEMENTS 

Congratulations to Levi Backo, (Grade 0C) on 
receiving his Skills Challenge, First Step 
Certificate from Supersports United. Well done 
Levi! 
 

 
 
STAFF MATTERS 

Congratulations to Teacher Ruby on receiving 
her 10 year, long service award at yesterday’s 
Staff Christmas lunch. Well done Teacher 
Ruby we look forward to the next ten years. 
 

 
 
 

Early morning duty (7h00:7h30) 
 

Grade 00W –  Teacher  Christelle  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Copeling (Mrs.)  

Pre - Primary College Principal 


