
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents 
 

This past week’s “Activity Week” was a wonderfully 
interesting experience for a “new head” at Woodlands 
International Senior College. There are, in most better 
schools, nuances and interesting pockets of activity that 
are truly unique to that school, and makes the school 
special in its own right. This week, alongside the very 
creative enrichment period per week, is certainly just 
such a nuance at Woodlands. It has been wonderful to 
see the excitement of the children, the variety and 
relevance of the various activities, as well as the 
indebtedness and commitment from the teachers. I am 
well pleased with all of this. 
 

I am also well-pleased with the ongoing progress with 
the building of the new multi-purpose hall. This facility is 
going to be magnificent, and the detail and forward 
thinking in the planning thereof by the Directors are 
truly commendable. The sheer size, design and 
subsequent functionalities of the spaces promises to 
provide our students and College community with the 
potential for a wonderful variety of performing arts, 
indoor sports, assembly, conferencing, collaborative 
learning, workshops, and other functions and events. 
We can’t wait for the completion of this magnificent 
multi-purpose hall. 
 

I would be remiss not to make mention of the new and 
improved security arrangements at the various Colleges. 
These were fast-tracked in reaction to the recent school 
intrusions at three of our neighbouring schools in 
Kempton Park and Edenvale. My thanks go out to the 
vast majority of parents who are working with the 
College to best secure our premises and the people 
therein. There are some very isolated instances where 
parents have resisted the changes, and I would like to 
encourage all related to Woodlands International 
College to work with the College in the best interest of 
our students. 
 

We are also working towards our major Open Day on 16 
March, and would like to ask parents to market this  
 

 
 
 
 
event on our behalf to friends and family who would 
benefit from knowing more about our special College. 
 

Warm regards, 
 

Chris van Niekerk 
PRINCIPAL SENIOR COLLEGE 
 
 
 
We wish our new staff members a warm welcome to 
Woodlands International College – we hope you settle in 
and feel at home soon.  Welcome Ms Amy Lee McSmith 
in the role of a General and Sports Administrator for the 
Senior College; and welcome to Mrs Martie Vosloo, the 
locum teacher, who will be assisting with our Arts and 
Visual Arts Programme until a permanent staff member 
is appointed. 
 

 

 
 

Grade 8s: 
The Grade 8s were fortunate to spend a leisurely week 
at Maraneman on the Vaal.  They participated in a 
number of team building activities and communication 
exercises.  They were tested physically and mentally, and 
many new friendships were formed. 
 

 
Above:  Excited Grade 8s ready to embark on their Grade 8 Camping 
experience. 
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Grade 9s: 
Yesterday our Grade 9 Students were fortunate to 
experience a Cheetah interaction as part of the Activity 
Week Schedule.  De Wildt Cheetah Sanctuary was 
founded in 1971 by Ann Van Dyk.  The Cheetah Centre 
has successfully been breeding cheetahs and wild dogs 
in captivity to be reintroduced into the wild as a result of 
the distressing decline in their numbers over the past  
century. Yates, an ambassador cheetah who was 
rejected by his mother as a cub and therefore hand-
reared, was bought along to the college for educational 
purposes for the Grade 9 Students. Protecting these 
animals starts with awareness.  
 

 
Above:  Yates, our Cheetah visitor. 
 

Grade 10s: 
Our Grade 10 Students completed their level 1 first aid 
course during their activity week.   
 

 
Above:  Grade 10s at their First Aid Course 

Grade 11s: 
Our Grade 11 Students had the opportunity to complete 
their work shadowing during this week.  We look 
forward to feedback about their various workplace 
experiences. 
 

Grade 12s: 
Our Grade 12 Students had the chance to participate in a 
number of activities this week, representatives from the 
University of the Free State and the Pearson Institute 
were here to discuss their possible career choices.  The 
Accounting Students participated in Banango Traders.  
The Art, Life Sciences and CAT Students had the 
opportunity to work on their Practicals and ORTs as well. 
 

 
Above: Grade 12 Life Sciences Practical. 
 

 
 
All students who were absent on photo day will have the 
opportunity to have their individual photos taken on 
Friday 8 March 2019. 
 

 
 
 

On Thursday 7 March the South African National Blood 
Service will be running a blood drive at Woodlands 
International College for Students aged 16 or older.  
They will set up a station from 09h00 – 14h00; please 
support this worthy cause. 
 

 
 
 

A number of Grade 10 Students attended the Guild 
Public Speaking Competition held at Boksburg High 
School.  They were commended on the intelligent and 
creative way they analysed   and discussed the topic. 
 

Well done to Gabby Bonaretti, Hugo Jardim, Bailey 
Kupferberg and Khoalane Makhema.  Thank you to Mr. 
Dos Santos. 
 

 
 
 

Interact is very pleased to be able to boast a banner, 
which will now be visible at their  projects. 
 

GRADE 10 – PUBLIC SPEAKING 
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Khoalane (Grade 10) was sponsored by Boksburg Lake 
Rotary club to attend this year’s RYLA camp - a 
leadership camp organised by  Rotary.  
She had a wonderful time; made lots of new friends; and 
really "learnt to think out of the box" she said. 
 

   
Above:  Left;  Khoalane Makhema Right; Woodlands Interact Banner 
 
 

 
 

 

Woodlands Student Representative Council will be 
running a number of Charity collections for this year.  
Items may be handed in to Homeroom Teachers or to 
Mrs. Neilson. 
 

Ongoing Collections for SRC: 

• Coppers for Cancer 

• Silver Coin Collection 

• Easter Collection 
 

Woodlands Rotary Interact Club - all donations may be 
handed to your Homeroom Teachers in order for 
Humanitarian Points to be allocated.   
 

Ongoing Collections for Interact: 

• Sanitary Items / Toiletries 
 

 
 

 

 
We take the opportunity to wish our Grade 7 and Grade 
9 Debaters every success for their competition which will 
take place tomorrow, Saturday 2 March, at Reddam 
House in Bedfordview. 
 

 

 

 
 

We are delighted at the progress of the Woodlands 
International Junior Masters Golf Championship.  The 
event is taking shape and we have a number of schools 
who have registered for the Tournament as well as 

sponsors who are coming on board swiftly. Should you 
wish to become a sponsor for this event, please contact 
Mr. Laybourn at 
highschoolsport@woodlandscollege.co.za. 
 

We are certain that this event is going to be a huge 
success. 
 
 

 
 

 

The Athletics Season has come to an end.  Thank you to 
Mr. Laybourn for a most successful season. 
 

Well done to Ashley Harding, Nikita Laybourn, Trystan 
Mills and Ethan Minne who made it through to the D6 
Athletics which took place on Tuesday 26 February.   
 

 
 

 

 

Watch this space for news of the Ekurhuleni Golf League 
is due to start in April. 
 

Pecanwood Results: 

We take the opportunity to congratulate the Golfers 
who participated at the Pecanwood Tournament from 
the 21st to the 22nd of February.  Well done to Tayla 
Howroyd who placed 3rd overall in the Nett Competition.  
Congratulations to Tayla and Keira Howroyd who placed 
3rd in the Better Ball Competition.  Woodlands finished 
11th overall.  A round of applause all round.  Thank you 
to Mr. Govender for making the arrangements. 
 

Upcoming Tournaments: 

• Dainfern Tournament:  10th – 12th March 

• Woodlands Junior Masters:  12th – 14th May 
 

 
 
 

Field Hockey Practices will be on a Monday and a 
Wednesday from 15h15 – 16h30 for the duration of the 
Season. 
 
 
 
 
 

Netball Practices will be on a Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoon from 15h15 – 16h30 for the duration of the 
season. 
 

Two of our Netball Players, Gabriella Bonaretti and 
Nikita Laybourn, attended the D6 Netball Trials on 
Thursday 28 February – we look forward to their results. 
 

 
 
 

Soccer Practices will be on a Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoon from 15h15 – 16h30 for the duration of the 
Season. 
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Soccer Fixture Results: 

• Tuesday 26 February:  U15 and U17 Soccer Boys 
played a friendly match vs Maranatha – the 
match was lost 4-3, but well played. 

• Thursday 28 February:  The Opens Soccer Boys 
played a friendly match vs Maranatha  - 
Woodlands won 3-1; well done! 

 

Upcoming Soccer Fixture: 

• Saturday 2 March:  The U15 and U17 Soccer 
Teams will participate in the Drapers Cup at 
Norkem Park High – best of luck! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

All Soccer Players who are interested in participating in 
the Woodlands International Football Academy must 
please see Mrs. Sampson or email her at 
brendasampson11@gmail.com.  Practices will take place 
on a Tuesday afternoon from 17h00.  All senior age 
groups welcome. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Upcoming Galas: 

• Tuesday 5 March Inter Primary Gala @ Boksburg 
North Swimming Pool 

 

 
 
 

Upcoming Tournament: 

• Saturday 16 March @ St. Dominic’s – details to 
follow. 

 

 
 
Facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com/woodlandsseniorcollegene
ws/ 
Boksburg Advertiser Article: 
https://boksburgadvertiser.co.za/331538/r9-000-raised-
for-three-npos/ 
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