
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents 

 
I write to you with the welcome rain pouring down in the 

background, whilst the Junior College performs ‘Mulan’ 

to grandparents in the hall. A lovely narrative of an 

awareness on nature, performing art, and community. 

On the Senior College side, the week has been filled with 

finalizing data for reports, consolidating thoughts and 

perceptions about the events of the term, alongside the 

shorter-term planning for the term ahead. Front and 

centre to many of the current conversations is the 

availability of “alternative” sports/movement 

opportunities in the Senior College. The traditional sports, 

such as athletics, soccer, hockey, netball and the like are 

all in good shape, as they should be, but more 

contemporary options such as Bootcamp, CrossFit, 

mountain biking etc. remain underexplored. Mr Laybourn 

and his team are working hard behind the scenes to find 

sustainable ways to start incorporating these non-

traditional alternatives into our extra-mural programme 

to provide a wider and more inclusive range of movement 

options to our students. We look forward to seeing what 

comes into this space within the next couple of months. 

As you may know, we have had two sudden departures of 

staff which required us to place locum teachers in those 

classes while we source permanent replacements. With 

this in mind, I am extremely pleased to inform you that 

we have appointed a top level Visual Arts Senior teacher, 

who will start at the beginning of the second term, and 

we are in the process of firming up an appointment in the 

IT space. We will make more in-depth announcements on 

these appointments in the final newsletter of the term.    

I am also excited to see that the Cultural end of the Senior 

College is getting good traction with our auditions and 

practices for our major production well underway. The  

 

 

teachers and students have already put in many hours of 

practice in a rather short space of time, and I wish them 

all success and strength as they build towards this exciting 

performance.  

We will be hosting a debating competition tomorrow 

(Saturday 6 April) at Woodlands, where we expect 30 odd 

debaters to spend the day competing on the debating 

stage. The SACEE debating league was founded by the 

South African Council of English Education (SACEE). It 

incorporates around 50 schools from all over Gauteng. 

Preliminary rounds are held and after this process has 

been completed, the top 20 schools qualify to attend the 

provincial championships. SACEE has its own 

championships in addition to the provincial tournament. 

Our thanks go out to Mr Dos Santos and his team for all 

the hard work and preparation for this event, and we wish 

him and his debaters much success in tomorrow’s 

competition. 

It is also great to see that the steel structure and 

brickwork of the new hall is progressing at such a fast 

pace. The Directors are now in the process of finalizing 

the finishings and fittings. It is wonderfully exciting to be 

part of this landmark project.  

Warm regards 

 

Chris van Niekerk 

PRINCIPAL SENIOR COLLEGE 
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Our incredible team work through rain and sunshine! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Junior College (Intermediate Phase), the Music and 
Drama Department have been working very hard on 
putting together a production of Disney’s Mulan JR.  

 
This show is not to be missed! 

 
Performance dates are as follows:  
 
Date  Show   Time 
4th April  1st Performance  19h00 
5th April  2nd Performance  19h00 
6th April  3rd Performance  19h00  
8th April  4th Performance  19h00  
9th  April Final performance  19h00  
 
Tickets can be purchased from Yvonne Stokes in the 
Junior College office, R70.00 per person. Tickets are 
selling fast, so don’t be disappointed and miss out.   
 
Please note that the Grandparents show and Saturday 

6th April are sold out. 
 
The PA will be selling eats each night before the show. 
Should you like to order a Halaal meal, please contact 
Yvonne Stokes in the office.  
 

Wishing the entire Mulan team lots of 
luck from the Senior College.  

Break a leg! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW MULTI-PURPOSE HALL WOODLANDS PRESENTS MULAN 

NB! RECORDING OF THE MULAN SHOWS: 
According to the Woodlands College Licence agreement with Disney the audience may not video 

the show. The school has purchased the rights to film and distribute on DVD only, even this 
licence has strict rules which will be shared with parents who purchased the DVD. Please assist us 

to maintain the legal requirement within our licence agreement with Disney. 
 



 

 
 

We have our next two ‘mini’ Open Days coming up on the 
11th of April 2019 and on the 16th of May 2019 both from 
09h00 – 10h00. All welcome! 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
With crafty love from Melinda Lotz: 
 

As you all know, our next market is on the 13th of 
April. We know some of you will be off to your 
holiday destinations to soak up the last bit of sun 
before winter gets its foot in the door. But for those 
that are still around, there is a special outdoor 
group Pilates session for the girls and ladies to help 
you shake off all that tension in your shoulders and 
really get you in the mood for the holidays.  These 
sessions are complimentary and are a great 
opportunity to try Pilates out if you haven't before. 
There will be two sessions on the day, 08:30 to 
09:00 and 10:00 to 10:30. Please make sure you 
wear comfy clothing and bring your own exercise 
mat. 
 
Pony Play @ Woodlands will also be there 
presenting demos of their programme that will be 
available from next term at the Pre-Primary College. 
If you would like to find out more about this 
exciting new activity that is truly a first in its unique 
approach to teaching young children how to 
interact with horses, then make sure you find them 
at the enclosure as you enter the market. More 
details to follow. 
 
We have sourced more organic and farm produce 
just for you. Please come and show your support for 
our producers and their products. It is important for 
us to develop this aspect of the market into a key 
feature but we can't achieve this without your 
help.  
 
As always, we invite and encourage anybody from 
our community to participate in the market. If you 
require any information please contact the market 
manager at evaskroon@gmail.com 
 
And remember to join our Facebook page where we 
will be publishing info about our vendors and 
activities on a regular basis. 
 
 https://www.facebook.com/Woodlands-Farmers-
Craft-Market-
2295198884127934/?modal=admin_todo_tour 
 
I look forward to seeing you there! 
 
Market Manager 
Melinda Lotz 
WhatsApp 0824436617 
evaskroon@gmail.com 

WOODLANDS COLLEGE OPEN DAYS  

FARMERS & CRAFT MARKET 

EXCITING UPCOMIMG EVENTS 
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Do you want to give your children an unforgettable life 
experience that gets them off the couch and outside into 
nature where they are able to play and learn new and 
valuable life skills, teaching them to be kind and patient 
and improving self-confidence? Something that helps 
them to build character and the ability to be 
independent thinkers? Do you want your children to be 
in an environment that helps them develop their 
compassion and empathy towards other people and 
animals? And all of this while they are getting a healthy 
dose of exercise and fresh air? 
 
We at PONY PLAY@WOODLANDS have put together a 
programme that is based on the International Pony Club 
principles where we use equine assistants to help us 
teach children about horses and gain all the benefits of 
equine interaction, without the high cost burden of 
owning a horse. Interacting with horses has been proven 
to have a positive impact on the development of a 
child's body and mind, but so many times it is only ever 
approached or presented as a competitive riding 
discipline. We look at it a little differently. Our 
programme is focused on building children’s abilities to 
work together as well as independently to achieve their 
goals, improving their communication skills and creating 
a sense of community to support and to be supported 
by.  
 
At the very basic level, equine interaction has been 
proven to have the following benefits for children: 

 Physical and Emotional Development 

 Cognitive Improvements 

 Increased patience, control, focus and 
learning abilities 

 Improvements in confidence, 
assertiveness and discipline 

 Therapeutic and psychological benefits 

 A constructive and technology free 
environment for children 

In addition, Pony Play also benefits: 

 From a physical development perspective, horse 
riding improves balance and motor coordination. 
Hand-eye coordination, core strength and 
muscular development.  

 Improve cognitive abilities, in case studies, 
children get large improvement in brain-based 
skills which lead to enhanced learning, memory 
and problem-solving.  

 The movements of the horses during riding 
improves learning in children by activating 
the sympathetic nervous system.  

 As a child progresses in their horse riding 
and related skills, they develop self-
confidence and self-assurance.  

 Horse riding offers a great workout for both 
the mind and body, physically boosting the 
cardiovascular system and easing stress in 
the mind. Today, where children are 
exposed to so much external stimuli, they 
need healthy, and relaxing down time.  

 The therapeutic and psychological benefits 
of horse riding are of equal importance to 
your child as the physical benefits.  

 Horse riding helps in creating a disciplined 
child. It teaches self-discipline and increases 
your child’s patience levels as well as helps 
define their focus and control while teaching 
them how to set and achieve their goals. 

 From an emotional development 
perspective one of the first things that a 
young equestrian learns, is to act confidently 
in the face of fear and uncertainty. This is 
because if the rider appears scared of 
something, the horse senses this and will 
feel the fear as well. Horses are very 
sensitive to the emotions of their riders and 
will often mirror those emotions.  

 Riding is a brilliant way to bring shy children 
out of their shells. Children who are by 
nature timid, often open up to a pony. Think 
about it… ponies never judge or bully, 
instead they can seem especially in tune 
with a rider’s internal state of mind. 

The aims of PONY PLAY@WOODLANDS are:  

 To encourage young people to learn how to 
ride and to enjoy all the various forms of 
sport & activities connected with ponies and 
riding.  

 To give instruction in horse-mastership and 
to educate kids on how to look after and 
take proper care of animals.  

 To promote the highest ideals of 
sportsmanship, citizenship and loyalty to 
create strength of character and self-
discipline. 

 To develop and instill a sense of kindness, 
compassion and fairness in young people.  

How do we do this? 
 
PONY PLAY @WOODLANDS is designed in such a manner 
that it can be joined at any point in the programme. You 
can think of it as scouts programme for horses where we 
take a more holistic approach to teaching children how 
to properly care for and safely interact with equines. 
 

PONY PLAY @ WOODLANDS 



In our programme, we have various tasks that a student 
can earn a badge of achievement for once they have 
mastered that skill. This teaches our kids a very 
important life skill, to work for something in order to 
achieve it. We award our badges at the end of every 
month so that we instill a sense of achievement at an 
early stage in your child's development. Some tasks are 
individual based and some are team based so that we 
are able to create an environment that supports the 
develop of interpersonal relationship skills. We use our 
sessions to help students to master these tasks as we 
present them by topic, taking a hands on yet fun and 
playful approach to learn the various skills. 
 
Our sessions are aimed at children between the ages of 
3yrs to 8yrs of age with groups of 4 to 6 students, lasting 
45 min per session once a week at the Woodlands 
International College Pre-Primary Campus. 
 
If you would like to find out more or meet us and some 
of our equine assistants in person to discuss our 
programme, we will be available to speak to at the next 
Woodlands Farmers & Craft Market on 13 April between 
08:00 to 11:30 am where we will also be doing demo 
sessions. If you are interested in having your child 
participate in a demo session on the 13th of April, kindly 
follow the link below. Space is limited so please ensure 
that you indicate your interest to us as soon as possible.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School will be closing on the 12th of April and many of you 
will be leaving Johannesburg for a well-deserved vacation 
away from the hustle and bustle of the city. But for those 
who are still around, we would like to invite you to a day 
of relaxation and reconnecting with your body. As you all 
know the Woodlands Farmers & Craft Market will have its 
second event on Saturday, 13 April at the Woodlands 

Sports Fields. These events are centered around building 
community and finding ways to bring people a little bit 
closer in this digital age. On the 13th of April, we would 
like to invite all the girls, mothers, aunties and grannies to 
join us on the day for a group Pilates class sponsored by 

GymBodee and presented by qualified Group Fitness 

instructor Amy Lee McSmith. Pilates is a great way to 
reconnect the body and mind and is proven to 
significantly reduce stress. If you have ever wanted to give 
it a try, then this is your opportunity and it's outdoors so 
you will get your daily dose of Vitamin D too!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Challenge yourself! Test yourself! Get fitter!  

And have fun! 
 
Get your friends and family together and meet at one of 
the many venues to run a Park Run. The 5km run takes 
place every Saturday, starting at 8am and we challenge 
you to improve your time every week! 
 
To register: Log in to Park Run to find the venue most 
suitable for you and where you will be able to get you 
barcode ID number. Ensure that you run with barcode 
which will be scanned at the end. Within 2 hours you will 
be able to see how you have done or improved from 
week to week with all your stats, position, time, age 
group category and much more. 
 
Come and tell Mr Laybourn how your run went and 
about all your stats. Woodlands would love to see you 
and hear from you as you get fitter! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Improve your fitness and make Woodlands proud at all our 
sporting events! 

‘ME TIME’ with Pilates at Woodlands College 

sponsored by GymBodee 

WOODLANDS CARES FOR YOU 

PARK RUN WITH WOODLADS 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Our brand new Woodlands Junior Masters website is 
live! Visit mastersgolf.woodlandscollege.co.za to have a 
look at this exciting upcoming event. 
 
We are delighted at the progress of the Woodlands 
International Junior Masters Golf Championship.  The 
event is taking shape and we have a number of schools  
who have registered for the Tournament as well as 
sponsors who are coming on board swiftly. Should you 
wish to become a sponsor for this event, please contact 
Mr. Laybourn at 
highschoolsport@woodlandscollege.co.za. 
 
We are certain that this event is going to be a huge 
success. 
 
We welcome the following sponsors on board: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
More details to follow soon for this fun and exciting day. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WOODLANDS JUNIOR GOLF MASTERS 

WOODLANDS PA DONKEY DERBY 

WOODLANDS COLOUR RUN 
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Catch of the day at fishing Enrichment this week 
 
 
 
 
Our Grade 9s did a practical investigation this week 
during Physical Science on testing for ph levels.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
And our Grade 11s did their practical investigation on 
Internal Resistance. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Pupils who have achieved any special sporting awards 
outside of school must please give their names to Miss 
McSmith at the Senior College office. Alternatively, 
parents are welcome to email these to 
mcsmitha@woodlandscollege.co.za 
 
 
 
 

 

Watch this space for news of the Ekurhuleni Golf League 
due to start in April. 
 

Upcoming Tournaments: 

 Woodlands Junior Masters:  12th – 14th May 

 

Any U13 pupils who may be interested in playing Golf in 
the second term are to please email Coach Hayden on 
sampsonh@woodlandscollege.co.za  

 

 
 
Our Hockey boys played against CBC Boksburg yesterday 
with the U15 team winning 2-1 and the U19 team winning 
5-1. Well done boys! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Field Hockey Practices will be on a Monday and a 
Wednesday from 15h15 – 16h30 for the duration of the 
Season. 
 
 
 
 

 
Netball Practices will be on a Tuesday and Thursday  
afternoon from 15h15 – 16h30 for the duration of the 
Season. 
 
 
 
 
Our U17 boys played a tough match against Balmoral 
yesterday. Well done boys! 
 

SOCCER CLINIC at WOODLANDS 
 

Dates:  23, 24, 25,26 of April 
Time:  08h00-11h00 
Cost:  R400 
Ages:     Grade 1 – 12  
 

HOCKEY 

GOLF 

SPORTS NEWS 

SOCCER 

NETBALL 

ENRICHMENT 

SCIENTISTS IN THE MAKING 
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This will include: 

 The concept of playing football 
 Technique: Passing, Controlling and Scoring 
 Small sided games 

 
Hope to see you there! 

Limited spaces! 
 
Contact Coach Pride for more info. 
moorosimp@woodlandscollege.co.za or on 083 730 3600 
 
Soccer Practices will be on a Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoon from 15h15 – 16h30 for the duration of the 
Season. 
 
 
 

Very big congratulations to Jaden Claassen who has 
been selected to the Eastern's Cricket U16 team for their 
winter development programme. Jaden will be attending 
a team tour later in the year and the Woodlands family 
wish him the best of luck! 

 
 
 
 

All Soccer Players who are interested in participating in 
the Woodlands International Football Academy must 
please see Mrs. Sampson or email her at 
brendasampson11@gmail.com.  Practices will take place 
on a Tuesday afternoon from 17h00.  All senior age 
groups welcome. 
 
 
 
After a very busy few weeks of term these students took 
some time to get together for a milkshake and some 
"chill" time.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1866 Easter eggs collected by Woodlands Senior College 
pupils for the Easter Egg Drive. The eggs will be 
distributed next week to various Old age homes and 
children’s homes in Boksburg and surrounds by the SRC 
members. Thank you to all who contributed! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Woodlands Student Representative Council will be 
running a number of Charity collections for this year.  
Items may be handed in to Homeroom Teachers or to Mrs 
Neilson. 
 

Ongoing Collections for SRC: 

 Coppers for Cancer 

 Silver Coin Collection 

 Easter Collection 
 

Woodlands Rotary Interact Club - all donations may be 
handed to your Homeroom Teachers in order for 
Humanitarian Points to be allocated.   
 

Ongoing Collections for Interact: 

 Sanitary Items / Toiletries 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This Saturday, the 6th of April, will see Woodlands host 
rounds 4-6 of the SACEE debating league for the East 
Rand. The tournament will begin at approximately 08:30 
and run until 16:30, it will feature 29 junior teams from 
approximately 20 school. The debaters will face off over 
three power-paired rounds of argument to decide who 
will progress to the League Championships in May. The 
Woodlands junior team currently lie fourth in the 
competition and are looking forward to cementing their 
place in the next round. 

 
 
 

 
The Senior College is excited to be presenting  
‘In Wonderland’ adapted by Mrs Margach from Alice's 
Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carol at the end of 
September. 
 
Our main characters have been cast. Congratulations to: 
 
Alice- Tshego Rapetswa 
Queen of Hearts- Sebastian van den Brink 
King of Hearts- Luc Seynaeve 
The Tweedles- Imani Ndala and Isabella Silva 
The Mad Hatter/Hatress: Tariq Vawda and Gabriella 
Bonaretti  
Head of Cards: Buhle Lukhele 
Caterpillar: Amogelang Mashinini 
Good Queen- Rachel Dutuma 
 
There are numerous singing and dancing characters too.  
 
Rehearsals take place on Mondays from 3pm to 6pm and 
Tuesdays from 4pm to 6:00pm. Intensity and number of 

WOODLANDS INTERNATIONAL FOOTBALL 
ACADEMY 

HUMANITARIAN NEWS 

ON THE CULTURAL FRONT 

SENIOR COLLEGE PRODUCTION 

DEBATING 

CRICKET 
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rehearsals will increase as the show approaches. 
Proposed show dates are for the end of September.  
 
 

 
 
Entries for the annual Benoni Eisteddfod are now open. 
Students will be able to enter into the Afrikaans, English 
and Music Eisteddfod. 
 
Please see Ms. De Vos to collect entry forms. Practices 
will start in Term 2. 
 
 
 
 
In the spirit of Freedom Day which is celebrated during 
our school holidays we will be having a Civvies Day on 
Thursday 11th April.  
 
Pupils need to be dressed according to a theme of 
Proudly South African or something appropriate in the 
colour/s of our flag.  
 
 
 
 
 
The College Sports Department will be hosting a fitness 
clinic during the April holidays for Grade 1 -12. Ideal for 
girls and boys that are keen to improve their 
conditioning and put themselves in a stronger, healthier 
and fitter position going into 2nd term sport. 
Being in better physical shape will enable all athletes 
to perform closer to their potential, which in turn will 
lead to better results and make sport more rewarding.  

 
The clinic will include biometric, strength and fitness 
assessments, as well as agility and speed testing. 
Participants will be shown how to get fit and strong and 
be provided with a training plan that they can adopt into 
their daily schedules.  

 
When: 16th ,17th and 18th April and 2nd & 3rd may 2019 
Time: 8:30am to 10:30am 
Where: Dr. Vosloo road sports fields 
 
Cost: R20 per day (Payment can be  
made into the sundry account) 

 
For more info contact Mike Moriarty & Darrel 
Laybourn headofsport@woodlandscollege.co.za 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Please ensure you display your school security sticker on 
your windscreen in order to have entry into the school. 

 

 

 
 
Please note that our Swop Shop is open on Thursday 
mornings from 07h15-08h30 and on Thursday afternoons 
from 13h00-14h00. 
 

 
 
 
Woodlands College team shirts are in stock in all sizes at 
School and Leisure stockists.  
 
 
 
 
 
Facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com/woodlandsseniorcollegene
ws/ 
 
Boksburg Advertiser Article: 
https://boksburgadvertiser.co.za/331538/r9-000-raised-
for-three-npos/ 

 
 
 
 
 

 

SECURITY STICKERS 

USEFUL LINKS 

SPORTS UNIFORM 

SWOP SHOP 

BENONI EISTEDDFOD 

HOLIDAY FITNESS TRAINING 

CIVVIES DAY 
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