
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents 
Winter has certainly taken root. We are blessed on the 
Highveld with wonderfully contrasting seasons which is 
well appreciated on our beautiful College campus. 

As I do my daily walk through the corridors of the 
College, especially after school, I often see students 
sitting on stairs and in passages busy on devices. This in 
essence is not problematic, the concern relates more to 
the opportunity cost of not doing something else during 
that time, like an extra-mural engaging with friends, 
some academic extension or the like. 

It is often said that device-oriented communication and 
entertainment makes for lazy and sedentary-natured 
kids. I think this is very true and could be extremely 
harmful. However, what is not so often mentioned is 
that device dependence also makes for lazy school 
programmes, and sedentary cultures in schools. To put 
this into context, before the “device age” idle time for 
teenagers came with a number of behavioural evils, and 
required very real and pro-active programme 
interventions from schools to keep kids positively 
engaged to avoid undesirable behaviour. The current 
over-dependence on devices in our teenagers masks a 
lot of idle time as being busy on Social Media or playing 
games on devices. The kids are therefore occupied, 
unseen and unheard, and often at times “forgotten”. 
This is, if not addressed by us as parents and educators, 
at the cost of sounding melodramatic tantamount to 
neglect.      

It has been interesting to see how the International 
schooling community has responded to this, with France 
banning devices from their public high schools, whilst 
some school groupings in the UK and the US fell to the 
other extreme. The challenge is clearly how we redesign 
the lives of our children to incorporate the benefits of 
modern technology without paying for the adjustment 
with their physical and mental health. It is easy to simply 
revert to the old concept of “balance”, but like every  

 

 

 

adult with a smartphone would know, this is easier said 
than done. 

At Woodlands College we will continue to pursue the 
best interest of our students, as we do in all matters. 
This means that devices and the use thereof needs to 
find its rightful place, where it adds value to their day, 
enriches their experience of themselves and the world 
around them, and contributes to their general ability to 
manage and organize their young lives. Equally 
challenging in this space is for us, as parents and 
educators, to set the example for our youngsters of what 
this “healthy relationship” with devices would look like.  

 

Warm Regards, 

Chris van Niekerk 

PRINCIPAL SENIOR COLLEGE 

 

 

The building of the multi-purpose hall remains on 
schedule for completion during the first week of August. 
The earthworks and preparation for the parking areas 
and spill-out spaces is also well underway, and we are 
starting, and the final mandates for finishes have been 
finalised. Watch this space for invitations to the Opening 
Celebration of this significant new facility. 
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We warmly welcome ALL to our upcoming ‘mini’ Open 

Days!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

KEEP FIT AND HEALTHY THIS WINTER WITH 
WOODLANDS! 

 
Challenge yourself! Test yourself! Get fitter!  

And have fun! 
 
Get your friends and family together and meet at one of 
the many venues to run a Park Run. The 5km run takes 
place every Saturday, starting at 8am and we challenge 
you to improve your time every week! 
 
To register: Log in to Park Run to find the venue most 
suitable for you and where you will be able to get you 
barcode ID number. Ensure that you run with barcode 
which will be scanned at the end. Within 2 hours you will 
be able to see how you have done or improved from 
week to week with all your stats, position, time, age 
group category and much more. 
 
Come and tell Mr Laybourn how your run went and 
about all your stats. Woodlands would love to see you 
and hear from you as you get fitter! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Woodlands Warbler 

 
 

 

 

 

 

It has most certainly been enlightening to read some of 

the pieces which have appeared as part of our student 

blog, The Woodlands Warbler! The blog features articles 

on everything from hockey to making those all 

important study snacks for exam prep. We, at the 

Woodlands Warbler invite our entire Woodlands College 

Family to visit our page: 

http://woodlandswarbler.home.blog  

For a fresh approach on student journalism and some 

excellent ideas along the way! 

 

 

 

Lunch Time Recital - Friday 21st June 

All parents and students are invited to attend our first 

Lunch Time Music Recital which will be held in the Bryce 

and Riley Hall today from 1:45-2:30pm. 

Some of our Senior College musicians will be singing and 

performing their pieces.  

The purpose of this event is to develop performance skill 

and confidence. Students can try out their music piece in 

an environment of support and encouragement, no 

matter the level at which they are playing or singing. We 

will host one of these recitals per term so please diarize 

the 18th October for the term three recital.  

 

 

WOODLANDS COLLEGE OPEN DAYS  

PARK RUN WITH WOODLANDS 

WE ARE BLOGGING! 

ON THE CULTURAL FRONT 

MUSICAL NEWS 

http://woodlandswarbler.home.blog/


IN WONDERLAND 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rehearsals for "In Wonderland" are in full swing and Act 
One is almost complete which is very exciting! 
 
Rehearsals are on Mondays from 15:00 to 18:00 and on 
Tuesdays from 16:00 to 19:00. Rehearsals will not take 
place over Mid-Term Break. 
 
We were privileged to incorporate the talents of Bailey 
Snyman of "Matchbox Theatre Collective" to help with 
choreography. Bailey won the Standard Bank Young 
Artist Award for Dance in 2012 and is currently 
rehearsing for two shows for the National Arts Festival in 
Grahamstown in July. He is currently a lecturer at both 
Tshwane University of Technology and University of 

Pretoria while completing his PhD. 
 

“Where should I go?" -Alice. "That 
depends on where you want to end up." 

- The Cheshire Cat.”  
Lewis Carroll, Alice's Adventures in 

Wonderland & Through the Looking-Glass 
 
 
 
 
Exciting times ahead! The Eisteddfod will be starting in 
the last week of July and carrying on in August. Our 
students have entered into the Afrikaans, English and 
Music sections. Woodlands is proud to be hosting some 
of the Afrikaans items during the August holidays. Dates 
to follow. Watch this space! Come and support this 
exciting venture. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Farewell to our French Exchange Student 

The Grade 10 students said a fond farewell to Tanguy Le 
Nan, our exchange student from France, during 
Assembly this week. Tanguy has been staying with 
Fortune Mabunda and his family and has attended 
Woodlands College for the past 6 months. 

Under the encouragement of Farihah Saib and Mrs 
Wilson, Tanguy’s friends delivered heartfelt words to 
wish Tanguy well. In the words of Fortune Mabunda, 
Damian Ford, Unathi Nkosi, Khutso Mariri and Juan 
Dixon - spending time with someone from another 
country meant overcoming language and cultural 
barriers – which made them all nervous. But Tanguy’s 
enthusiasm and the caring nature of our students made 
the 6 months one of the best lessons in Global 
Citizenship – that love extends across borders. 

Woodlands International College wishes Tanguy the best 
for his future and that he takes with him amazing 
memories of South Africa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Our 2020 Grade 9, 10 and 11 pupils will be on their way 
to Europe next year…. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SENIOR COLLEGE PRODUCTION 

BENONI EISTEDDFOD 

SAD TO SAY GOODBYE! 

WE ARE TRAVELING! 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2375385
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2375385


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
As per the meeting held in January, the Matric students 
will be having Winter School during the July mid-term 
break in certain subjects.  The purpose of the Winter 
School is to prepare the students for the exams.  
Attendance of Winter School is compulsory.  Students 
may wear comfortable warm clothing for the Winter 
School and need not wear school uniform.  They must 
please bring their own lunch as the tuckshop will not be 
open and the break will not be long enough for students 
to leave campus to purchase food else-where.  We also 
do not want the sessions disrupted by Mr Delivery or 
Uber Eats. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NB: Students must please wear the College Tracksuit for 
Enrichment on Thursdays.  They may not wear other 
jackets such as Euro Tour jackets, etc.  Students may not 
wear their College jerseys in place of the track suit top.  
If it is extremely cold, the College jersey may be worn 
under the track suit top.  Matric students have the 
privilege of wearing their Matric jackets on Thursdays 
with their track suit pants or uniform 
 
 
 
 

 
 
On the 12th of June 2019 a group of teens set out to 
make aviation history. The group of 20 flew the 
10139km distance from Cape Town to Cairo in Egypt in a 
plane they assembled themselves! And three of our 
Woodlands pupils were part of this amazing team! 

 

 

 

 

 

Anees Dawood, Cara Van Deventer and Abdullah Khan  
received their certificates and got to write their names 
on the Sling 4. 

"The purpose is to show Africa and even the world that 
anything is possible if you set your mind to it," 17-year-
old teen pilot Megan Werner, from Krugersdorp, told 
News24 on Wednesday. 

Werner founded U-Dream Global, which supervised the 
building of the aircraft, in order to promote science, 
technology, engineering, mathematics education, 
innovation, youth empowerment and skills 
development. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday 26 June will be our Winter Glove, Scarf and 
Beanie Civvy Day.  Come to school in your colourful 
gloves, scarfs and beanies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MID-YEAR EXAMS 

MATRIC WINTER SCHOOL 

ENRICHMENT  

WHAT AN ACHIEVMENT! 

CIVVIES DAY 

https://www.udream.co.za/


 
 
Our third term will see the introduction of Tennis and 
Chess into the Senior College. Watch this space for more 
information! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
U/15 Cricket practice will be every Tuesday and 
Thursday. All interested players are welcome to attend. 
 
 
 
Boys Indoor Hockey training will be on Mondays, starting 
from the 8th of July. Girls Indoor Hockey training will be 
on Wednesdays starting from the 10th July. Games will 
be on Thursdays and Fridays. Notification on games will 
only be made available during game week which the 
players will then be notified off. 
 
 
 
A big thank you to all managers, coaches, Heads of 
Houses, House Captains, players and staff who came out 
and supported our Inter-House Hockey last Friday.  A 
competitive and fun afternoon! Our 2019 Inter-House 
Hockey champions were the Falcons, followed by the 
Eagles coming second and the Hawks coming third. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The Mountain Bike and Trail Run Series took place at the 
Ekurhuleni Mountain Bike Park at the Boksburg City 
stadium this past weekend. Well done to all our athletes 
who attended this well-organized event.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Come along and enjoy and support this event for a great 
cause. A great morning out in the open with lots of fun!  
Save the Date: 24 September 2019; 9:00am - 4km or 
8km run and 10:00am - 8km or 24km Mountain Bike 
ride. See you all there! 
 

Calling all Senior College Mountain Bike riders or 
anyone who would like to give it a try! 

 
We will even supply the bikes! Woodlands wants to 
enter and start up a Senior College Mountain Bike team. 
This is a fun way to compete, get fit and take your mind 
off studying and homework for an hour. All interested 
riders to please come see Coach Darrel or Coach Mike at 
any time. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPORTS NEWS 

CRICKET 

IN-DOOR HOCKEY 

INTER-HOUSE HOCKEY 

CROSS COUNTRY 



 

 

 

 

 

 
Please ensure you display your school security sticker on 
your windscreen in order to have entry into the school. 

 

 
Please note that our Swop Shop is open on Thursday 
mornings from 07h15-08h30 and on Thursday 
afternoons from 13h00-14h00. 
 

 

Woodlands College team shirts are in stock in all sizes at 
School and Leisure stockists.  
 
 
 
 

Please note: Senior College parents can still park on the 
pavement at the turnstile gate on Leith Road. 

Parking arrangements as of 1 June for the Junior College:  

Please note that the current drop and go area will not be 
accessible from the 1st week in June due to earth works 
and paving that will be happening around the hall. 
Therefore, a new temporary drop and go area will be 
implemented.  

The new drop and go area will be in Dr. Vosloo road. 
Vehicles will drive into the new field (The Meadows) and 
the child will be dropped off. The child will then walk 

along the inside of the property along the trees and out 
of the gate, to cross at the crossing guards. Please only 
cross at the guards/pedestrian crossing. Vehicles will 
then follow the flow of the route and then drive out 
again. The flow will be a one way in and out only.   

The waiting area for children and parents will be on the 
inside by the sports fields and not on the pavement or 
the road. Students will be brought to this area in the 
afternoons by their teachers and parents can collect 
them here from here. There will be limited parking on 
the pavement area on Dr. Vosloo during this time due to 
safety concerns for the children. 

Parking on the pavement in Leith Road will also not be 
permitted during this period, as the gates will be closed 
to vehicles and pedestrians and will not be accessible. 
Please do not use the staff gate as a pedestrian gate to 
enter or exit.  

We ask that you please adhere to the security guards 
and their instructions with regards to the parking.   

We thank you once again for your patience and 
understanding during this building period. It will be 
worth it! 

 

 

NEW DROP AND GO AREA 

SECURITY STICKERS 

SWOP SHOP 

SPORTS UNIFORM 

PA FUN 


