
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

The increase of digital integration in our daily lives and 
constantly evolving artificial intelligence in the 
workplace as well as in consumer spaces, drives home 
the reality that we do in fact find ourselves in a “Fourth 
Industrial Revolution”. Job specification migration from 
Pre-Artificial Intelligence to the present is again rather 
prominent with the latest job cuts in the banking and 
mining sectors. This evolution will continue and we, in 
Education, are well-aware that we are working with a 
“smart phone” generation whose concepts of 
relationships, consumerism, attachment, echo 
responsibilities amongst others, are very different from 
children in Senior Colleges just 20 years ago. 

The reason I raise the above, is that, as you may know, 
“Google” celebrated its 21st birthday this week (you can 
Google it to verify ). It is surreal to imagine that there 
was once a life without Google, and even more so, that 
this life was a mere 20 odd years ago. Education as a 
larger sector has not only been one of the biggest 
beneficiaries of this influential Internet search engine, 
but also one of the most impacted since its inception. 
The traditional addition of knowledge to the current 
knowledge bank via empirical, scientifically proven 
methods is largely under threat, and often challenged by 
much more time and cost effective means of sharing and 
building knowledge by using Google, Google Scholar and 
the like.  

This evolution in our ability to grow our collective 
knowledge bank is wonderfully progressive, but also 
comes with the challenges of “fake news/information” 
and rapid, revolutionary change. This is often times 
proven difficult to manage in an industry like education 
which has in the past largely been built on the 
institutionalized idea of “knowing”, rather than on the 
more relevant concept of a “learning organization”, 
where new knowledge and ideas are digested as part of 
the status quo. 

 

 

At Woodlands Senior College, the idea of a “learning 
organization”, is not only true in our students and staff, 
like Mrs Robyn Thompson who has recently submitted 
her final draft for her PhD, but also in our ethos and 
culture where we aim to be open enough to the “new” 
to evolve as part of the world at large, whilst remaining 
grounded in family centered values, which are still the 
fabric of society. This is a tricky balancing act, but one 
that is not going away anytime soon. Therefore, at 
Woodlands, we will continue to pursue industry best 
practice in all matters, even if this means dealing with 
change and the uncomfortable truths of preparing our 
students for the known and the unknown in their 
futures. 

 

Warm Regards, 

 

Chris van Niekerk 

PRINCIPAL SENIOR COLLEGE 
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We welcome all to our next Open Day coming up on the 

10th of October! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liam Van Deventer represented North West 
Province at the Inter Provincial Golf Tournament in 
Nelspruit.  

Liam, together with his team mates, was successful in 
winning the B-Division.  
This result got North West promoted to the A-Division 
for the first time since 2004!  
In conditions where the temperature exceeded 35 
degrees and high humidity their results were: 

 A win against Boland 7 1/2 - 4 1/2 

 A draw with Free State 6-6 

 A win against Eastern Province and Mpumalanga 
6 1/2 - 5 1/2  

 And a win against Border 10 1/2 - 1 1/2 
Liam made 6 1/2 points out of possible 10 and had the 
privilege of winning the game that got them promoted. 
Well done Liam! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Cara Van Deventer has been excelling with her                                  
Tennis.  

She advanced from winning the D-Division of the Juniors 
League at Benoni Country Club (Aces League) last season 
to playing in the Final of the B-Division this season.  
Cara won the award for the junior that has progressed 
the most. She’s now looking forward to and confident in 
winning the A-Division in the next season.  
Well done Cara! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Monday 30 September: Team Photographs - 
Students to wear full summer uniform. Matrics 
to bring along both their blazer and Matric 
jacket. Orders will go out after the photographs 
have been taken 

 Friday 4 October: Travel Talk for Grade 11 and 
12 Students - A representative from Pentravel 
and Contiki will be addressing the Grade 11 and 
12 students straight after school on the 
opportunities for travel after Matric.  The talk 
will take place in Mrs Oelofse’s classroom and 
should not take more than 30 minutes.  
Interested students need to give their names to 
Mrs Oelofse as the representative will be 
bringing brochures for them. 

 Tuesday 15 October:  Grade 12 Final Assembly 
during the day and Valedictory in the evening 

 Friday 25 October to Monday 28 October:  
Midterm Break 

 Wednesday 23 October to Thursday 28 
November:  Grade 12 Final Exams 

 Monday 4 November to Wednesday 27 
November:  Grade 7 to 11 Final Exams 

 Tuesday 3 December:  Grade 7 to 11 Honours 
Evening 

 Wednesday 4 December:  End of Term 3.  Final 
closing Assembly.  Reports issued. 

 

WOODLANDS COLLEGE OPEN DAYS 

IMPORTANT DATES 

YOU MAKE WOODLANDS PROUD 



 
 Portuguese Lessons - Tuesdays; 13h30-15h00, 

15h00-16h30, 16h30-18h00 

 Tennis – Wednesdays; 14h30-15h30 at the 

Atlasville Tennis Courts. Transport will be 

provided to the courts only. 4 Finch St, Atlasville, 

Boksburg, 1459 

 Cheerleading – Wednesdays; 18h00-20h00 in 

the hall 

 Chess – Thursdays; 15h00 

 Swimming Training – Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays; 14h15. Transport will be provided 

to and from the Boksburg North pool 

 Galas -  8th October 2019; 15th October 2019; 

22nd October 2019 

 

 

 

IN WONDERLAND 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rehearsals are every Monday from 15h00 – 18h00 and 
every Tuesday from 16h00 – 17h00.  
 
We are excited to announce that we have now added 
Music rehearsals with Mr De Lange as well. There are 
three time slots and students will be required to attend 
at least one music rehearsal in the week. The times are 
as follows: 

 Monday 14h15 -15h00 
 Tuesday 12h30 – 15h15; 15h15 – 16h00 

 
If parents are still available to get involved with the 
production please contact Mrs Margach 
on margachj@woodlandscollege.co.za. 
 
In addition, we are collecting materials for props and set 
design. If your families have any of the following at 
home, please send them with your children to school: 

 Empty Pringles tins 

 Any material that isn't being used/ old curtains 
to donate 

 Any scrap wood or metal that can be donated 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

BABY & TODDLER EXPO  
Woodlands Pre-Primary Campus 

 
Saturday, 19 October 2019 – 09h00 to 13h00 
Expo Market Entrance - FREE 
Guest Speaker - Nikki Bush (R50 per person/limited seats 
available) 
Tickets can be purchased online only 
at https://www.miid.co.za/Events/PurchaseTickets?Even
tID=14267 
 
The BABY & TODDLER EXPO is excited to host the 
prominent human potential expert, speaker and author, 
Nikki Bush as a guest speaker where she will be 
discussing the topic: "Children living in the red zone" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

About Children Living in the Red Zone 

Children of all ages are suffering from burnout and it’s 
starting as early as preschool. What are we doing? Are 
our children living in the red zone overloaded? If your 
child has no time for play dates with friends and you no 
longer have time to play games with each other, then 
you are living in the red zone. Get out, as quickly as you 
can! 

ON THE CULTURAL FRONT 

SENIOR COLLEGE PRODUCTION 

DATES TO DIARISE 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

THE BABY & TODLER EXPO 

mailto:margachj@woodlandscollege.co.za
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Nikki Bush, creative parenting expert and author 
of Future-proof Your Child (Penguin), will discuss the 
current epidemic being witnessed by parents, educators 
and healthcare practitioners alike. She will put the 
following factors into perspective: 
 extra-mural activities 
 play dates 
 downtime / potter time 
 supervised & structured activities vs free play 
 marketing to children 
 choices 
 on-screen activities & overexposure 
 creativity 
 sleep 
 inappropriate information 
 resourcefulness, resilience and creativity 
 cellular disturbances / inflammation 
 parental stress 
 a warp-speed world 

This interactive presentation is filled with anecdotes and 
personal insights. Nikki looks at 10 common parenting 
traps and their solutions. It is designed to help parents 
and educators to understand the forces at play and the 
demands on young children today, and to encourage 
them to reclaim childhood and their sanity by resetting 
to zero. 
 
For more information about the BABY & TODDLER EXPO 
please find us on Facebook 
at https://www.facebook.com/events/68702829510476
8/ 
If you are a vendor in the baby & toddler related 
industries and would like to apply for a stall kindly 
email marketing@woodlandscollege.co.za 
 

 

The PA will be hosting a Potjie Competition on the 12th 
October. This will be a day of family fun and will include 
a colour fest, stalls and also children entertainment. You 
can also join in the fun by entering a team for the Potjie 
Competition. For more information and the Potjie 
competition entry forms  please contact Joelene Wiggel 
 082 464 4220  or joewiggill@gmail.com  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Woodlands PA will be doing our annual raffle based 
on the Rugby World Cup.  

 

 
Your child will be coming home with a raffle form this 
week.  The tickets are R10 each and the aim is to guess 
the last two teams that will be in the final. The closing 
date to hand in your raffle form, which should be 
handed to your class teacher with payment, will be the 
11th October 2019. Should there be more than one 
number of correct answers, those people will go into a 
final draw. The first name drawn will receive a R1000 
East Rand Mall Voucher and the second name drawn will 
win a R500 East Rand Mall Voucher. 
 
We thank you for participating in our raffle and for your 
continuous support! 
Wishing you good luck and may the best team win!! 
 
Woodlands Parent Association. 

 

 

Outstanding School Fees 
 
An appeal to Parents whose school fees are in arrears to 
please ensure that these are bought up to date. 
 

Academic Year 2020 
 
If you will not be returning to Woodlands College in 
2020, please note that you need to inform Melinda 
Dias diasm@woodlandscollege.co.za in writing. The last 
date for notices will be the 1st October 2019, as 
December does not count as a notice month.  
 

Students needing to leave the College early 
 

When a student needs to leave the College early, the 
student must please bring a letter from the parent 
requesting the early departure, indicating the time that 
the student will be collected and the reason for the early 
departure.  The student must then collect a sign out 
sheet from the Homeroom teacher and he /she must be 
signed out by all the teachers that he /she will still see 
for the rest of the day.  An e-mail may also be sent to the 
Homeroom Teacher, Grade Controller and Head Teacher 
instead of a hard copy letter, but where possible this e-
mail should please be sent the day before as teachers do 
not always have administrative periods to check e-mails 
before the student needs to leave.  Students will not be 
allowed to leave without a letter or e-mail from the 
parent requesting the early departure. 
  

IMPORTANT 

PA POTJIE COMPETITION 

PA RAFFLE 
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Should a student become ill during the day at College, 
the student still needs to be signed out by the relevant 
teachers and the Grade Controller and Head Teacher will 
grant the student permission to go home if there are no 
tests to be written. The students will then report to the 
office, where the secretary will phone the parents.  
Students may not phone their parents themselves and 
request to be collected from the College. 
 
 
 
 
Use your sporting advantage to help secure a bursary. 
Should you be interested and need more information, 
please contact Coach 
Darrel headofsport@woodlandscollege.co.za 
  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 Come and tell Mr Laybourn how your run went 
and about all your stats. Woodlands would love 
to see you and hear from you as you get fitter! 
Cross Country Runners – what a great way to fit 
in some training! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Exciting News! Woodlands International College 
has joined forces with Planet Fitness. By creating 

this partnership with Planet Fitness Lakefield 
Benoni, we have been able to negotiate special 
joining packages to assist in achieving your 
health and fitness goals. 

Here are the great joining specials at Planet 
Fitness Lakefield Benoni: 

 Scholars qualify for a free membership 
when training outside of peak times 

 Scholars may train at peak times for R199pm  
 Parents joining through affiliated Medical 

Aids qualify for amazing discounts. 

 *T&C’s apply 

 Please visit Planet Fitness Lakefield with 
your child’s Birth certificate or ID along with 
their school report. 

 Please note that our Swop Shop is open on 
Thursday mornings from 07h15-08h30 and on 
Thursday afternoons from 13h00-14h00. Any old 
school clothing is welcome! 

 
 Woodlands College team shirts are in stock in all 

sizes at School and Leisure stockists.  
 

 Please ensure you display your school security 
sticker on your windscreen in order to have 
entry into the school. 

 

 

 Woodlands College Facebook Page 
https://www.facebook.com/woodlandsinternati
onalcollege/ 

 Woodlands Warbler 
http://woodlandswarbler.home.blog 

 

  
REMINDERS 

USEFUL LINKS 

THE APRICOT TREE PRESENTS 

BURSARIES 
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