
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents 

 
We are a month into the second term, and I am well-
pleased with the learning rhythm in the Senior College. 
The co-curricular programme has also slowed down to a 
gallop, and there is a well-received air of normalcy 
amongst staff and students. 

My wife and I, alongside the Principals of our sibling 
Colleges had the privilege of attending the Parent’s 
Association’s Donkey Derby last week Friday Evening. 
This was a wonderfully successful event, and we are 
truly blessed with a dynamic and supportive PA. As a 
Senior College, we will most certainly look towards 
continually improved symbioses with the PA in best the 
interest of the College.  

Salient to the success of Woodlands College, is the 
willingness of the Directors to commit resources, 
planned and unplanned when and where required. This 
was, again, evident this week in a number of rather 
untimely and substantial operational costs, and more 
visibly in the ongoing capital investment in the new hall. 
The willingness of our Directors to meet the operation 
and those who “live” in it with openness and 
understanding underlies much of what is good at the 
College, and I am grateful for their ongoing support of 
the best interest of the College community as a whole. 

One of the characteristics of excellent schools, is the 
ability to support both the process and the end, of the 
various development spheres of our students. I am, with 
this in mind, very pleased with the initiation of our 
termly “Lunch Time Recitals”. This unique concept is an 
opportunity for Senior College performers to practice 
performing to an audience in a friendly and 
unintimidating environment, as part of developing their 
particular craft. Events like these are far from “showy”, 
but speaks to the core of the exploring and aspiring 
teenager, in a caring and safe setting. I look forward to 
the first Lunch Time Recital on 21 June. 

 

 

 

The temperature, much like the rand after the recent 
Reserve Bank comments, has dropped quite a bit, and I 
encourage students to ensure that they are all cozy and 
warm enough at school. Learning whilst being cold is not 
effective at all, and we need to make sure that our 
students are comfortable enough to engage our 
interesting but rigorous academic programme. 

Finally, our Senior College Choir will be performing, for 
the first time this year, at this evening’s Winter Festival 
at Northmead Methodist Church. I wish them all success 
and anticipate a well-refined recital later tonight. 

 

Warm Regards, 

 

Chris van Niekerk 

PRINCIPAL SENIOR COLLEGE 
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What amazing progress on our new hall! Exciting times 

ahead when we host our first events in this prestigious 

venue. Counting down the days to final completion! 

 

 

 

 

 

Woodlands played host to the 2019 Fun Day Colour Run, 
an event in aid of 3 charities, the SPCA Boksburg, Friends 
of Rottweiler Rescue SA and HANNA Charity and 
Empowerment Foundation. We were blown away by all 
the support from the Woodlands student and parent 
community with runners from every age group taking 
the opportunity to blast each other with colourful paint 
powders. The Woodlands Farmers & Craft Market also 
represented and made sure there were vendors galore 
on the day. We would like to thank everybody from the 
Woodlands community that helped to bring this 
initiative to life, including the Matthews family, all the 
Woodlands teachers and staff that volunteered their 
time so kindly and the students and parents that rallied 
behind us and supported on the day. We also have to 
give a special thanks to Land Rover/Jaguar East Rand for 
being involved with the event. In addition to our 
charities that we supported, we also have some prizes 
for students and teachers that made an exceptional 
effort to sell tickets and we will be announcing those 
winners in their various Assemblies and handing over to 
the charities on the following dates: Pre-Primary: 17 July 
2019, Junior College: 21 & 24 June 2019, Senior College: 
25 June 2019. So keep an eye on this space and we will 
update you with the results.   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We warmly welcome ALL to our upcoming ‘mini’ Open 

Days!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This past Friday evening the Woodlands Parents 
Association hosted the 2nd Annual Donkey Derby which 
is definitely becoming a Woodlands institution! The 
event was a sell out and incredibly supported by our 
amazing parents. There was allot of fun and laughter, 
great music and even some parents showing off their 
dance moves!  

These fundraisers play such an important part of not 
only raising funds to give back to the school but they 
also create an amazing sense of unity with the parents of 
the school.  

We would like to thank our Directors, Brenda Sampson 
and Audrey Matthews for supporting the event and to 
our headmasters and mistress Mrs Copeling, Dr. Pienaar 
and Mr. Van Niekerk taking the time to spend it with us.  

And then lastly a ginormous thank you to our parents, 
who dug very deep in those pockets and placed those 
bets to make this such a successful evening. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WOODLANDS COLLEGE OPEN DAYS  

WOODLANDS PA DONKEY DERBY 

OUR NEW MULTI-PURPOSE HALL 

WOODLANDS FUN DAY COLOUR RUN 



 
 

KEEP FIT AND HEALTHY THIS WINTER WITH 
WOODLANDS! 

 
Challenge yourself! Test yourself! Get fitter!  

And have fun! 
 
Get your friends and family together and meet at one of 
the many venues to run a Park Run. The 5km run takes 
place every Saturday, starting at 8am and we challenge 
you to improve your time every week! 
 
To register: Log in to Park Run to find the venue most 
suitable for you and where you will be able to get you 
barcode ID number. Ensure that you run with barcode 
which will be scanned at the end. Within 2 hours you will 
be able to see how you have done or improved from 
week to week with all your stats, position, time, age 
group category and much more. 
 
Come and tell Mr Laybourn how your run went and 
about all your stats. Woodlands would love to see you 
and hear from you as you get fitter! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Improve your fitness and make Woodlands proud at all of our  
sporting events! 

 
 
 
 

 
Woodlands Warbler 

 
 

 

 

 

 

It has most certainly been enlightening to read some of 

the pieces which have appeared as part of our student 

blog, The Woodlands Warbler! The blog features articles 

on everything from hockey to making those all 

important study snacks for exam prep. We, at the 

Woodlands Warbler invite our entire Woodlands College 

Family to visit our page: 

http://woodlandswarbler.home.blog  

For a fresh approach on student journalism and some 

excellent ideas along the way! 

 
 

 

 

Our Gr 12 students went on their annual Academic Tour 
to the Johannesburg CBD on the 5th June 2019. Although 
this was primarily an academic tour for Geography and 
Business Studies, all the Matrics attended so as to 
experience history, art, dance, various cultures and just 
to feel that global citizenship that we are not always 
aware of in our local environments. 

We were met at the Carlton Hotel by our tour guides Jo 
and Ray from Past Experiences (both archaeologists and 
incredible knowledgeable on the workings of the inner 
city). The Carlton was once the hub of old Johannesburg, 
frequented by many famous people – now locked up and 
deserted. This was the main academic focus of the tour 
– urban decay and regeneration related to markets and 
business. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was then upwards to the top of the Carlton Centre for 
the history and today of Johannesburg, followed by a 
bus ride to Newtown. Here one could see a 200-year-old 
city in transition from the old and run down to a 
renovated hub of the economy – even with a street 
performance from a dancer from Vilikazi street in 
Soweto. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARK RUN WITH WOODLANDS 

WE ARE BLOGGING! 

ON THE CULTURAL FRONT 

TOURING JOHANNESBURG CBC 

http://woodlandswarbler.home.blog/


 
The most favoured stop for the students was at 
Maboneng Precinct – the life of art and new business in 
a mixed community surrounding Fox Street. And our last 
stop was at the new outer CBD development of Victoria 
Yard – an old industrial centre being developed into a 
garden market, entertainment and business centre. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A huge thank you to Jo and Ray for their knowledge and 
patience and who complimented our wonderful Matrics. 
Thank you to our driver from Y-Drive, who transported 
us safely the entire day. Thanks to Mrs Harvey, Miss 
Pistorious and Mr Govender for their assistance and to 
the most amazing group of Matrics who, I believe, have 
seen an entirely different world just on our doorstep. 

 

 

 
Woodlands Debaters: Woodlands has had yet another 
busy debating season thus far. Having participated in the 
SACEE league tournament round-robin phases 
throughout Term 1, both Senior and Junior teams were 
invited to take part in League Championships during 
May. The event featured 44 of the best teams in the 
region including teams from Roedean, St Stithian’s and 
Heron Bridge College to name a few. Our debaters have 
always relished the challenge presented by the 
tournament and once again, their passion and clarity of 
thought were on display during six rounds of hard fought 
competition. Though neither team ultimately made it 
through to the next level of competition, our victories 
this year have shown that Woodlands is growing into the 
debating culture of Gauteng. We look forward to our 
friendly tournament with Roedean, St Dominic’s and St 
Dunstan’s over the next few weeks and to SAIIA Model 
Un with pride 

 

CHOIR 

The Senior College Choir will be performing at the St 

Dunstan’s Choral Festival this Friday, the 7th June. The 

performance will take place at the Northfield Methodist 

Church at 6:30pm and parents are invited to attend. 

Tickets will be on sale at the door. The Festival is 

expected to end at 9:45pm. 

We wish our choir all the best for their performance! 

LUNCH TIME RECITAL 

In order to give our instrumental and vocal students an 

informal performance opportunity, the Music 

Department will host a Lunch Time Recital each term, 

starting on the 21st June at 1:45pm - 2:30pm in the hall. 

The purpose of this event is to develop performance 

skills and confidence. Students can try out their music 

piece in an environment of support and encouragement, 

no matter the level at which they are playing or singing. 

We will host one of these recitals per term so please 

diarize the 18th October for the term three recital.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

IN WONDERLAND 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Senior College is excited to be presenting  
‘In Wonderland’ adapted by Mrs Margach from Alice's 
Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carol at the end of 
September. 
 

SENIOR COLLEGE PRODUCTION 

DEBATING 

MUSICAL NEWS 



Our main characters have been cast. Congratulations to: 
 

 Alice- Tshego Rapetswa 

 Queen of Hearts- Sebastian van den Brink 

 King of Hearts- Luc Seynaeve 

 The Tweedles- Imani Ndala and Isabella Silva 

 The Mad Hatter/Hatress - Tariq Vawda and 
Gabriella Bonaretti  

 Head of Cards - Buhle Lukhele 

 Caterpillar - Amogelang Mashinini 

 Good Queen- Rachel Dutuma 

 The White Rabbit – Brittany Cruise 
 
There are numerous singing and dancing characters too.  
 
Rehearsal times are on a Monday from 3-6pm and on a 
Tuesday from 4-7pm. Intensity and number of rehearsals 
will increase as the show approaches. Proposed show 
dates are for the end of September. 
 
 

“Where should I go?" -Alice. "That 
depends on where you want to end up." 

- The Cheshire Cat.”  
Lewis Carroll, Alice's Adventures in 

Wonderland & Through the Looking-Glass 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Exciting times ahead! The Eisteddfod will be starting in 
the last week of July and carrying on in August. Our 
students have entered into the Afrikaans, English and 
Music sections. Woodlands is proud to be hosting some 
of the Afrikaans items during the August holidays. Dates 
to follow. Watch this space! Come and support this 
exciting venture. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulation to all our Senior Colours winners! We are 
proud of all your achievements. You really do live up to 
our moto: Rise Above Mediocrity. We are proud of you! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grade 12 students will be writing their L.O. CAT B exam 
on Wednesday 12 June and their Dramatic Arts ESIT B on 
Thursday 13 June.  Both are externally set papers by the 
IEB and students must be present for these 
examinations.   
 
  
 
 
As per the meeting held in January, the Matric students 
will be having Winter School during the July mid-term 
break in certain subjects.  The purpose of the Winter 
School is to prepare the students for the exams.  
Attendance of Winter School is compulsory.  Students 
may wear comfortable warm clothing for the Winter 
School and need not wear school uniform.  They must 
please bring their own lunch as the tuckshop will not be 
open and the break will not be long enough for students 
to leave campus to purchase food else-where.  We also 
do not want the sessions disrupted by Mr Delivery or 
Uber Eats. 
 
 
 
 
 
NB: Students must please wear the College Tracksuit for 
Enrichment on Thursdays.  They may not wear other 
jackets such as Euro Tour jackets, etc.  Students may not 
wear their College jerseys in place of the track suit top.  
If it is extremely cold, the College jersey may be worn 
under the track suit top.  Matric students have the 
privilege of wearing their Matric jackets on Thursdays 
with their track suit pants or uniform. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BENONI EISTEDDFOD 

MID-YEAR EXAMS 

MATRIC WINTER SCHOOL 

COLOURS AWARDS ASSEMBLY 

ENRICHMENT  

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2375385
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2375385


 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Hockey Boys played their last game for the season 
against Di Anker. 
 

Our U/15 still smiling after a very tough match 

 
Our Open team winning 5-0 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Well done boys! 
 
 
Grant Ferreira in Grade 12 – his last game for 
Woodlands. Well done Grant for your commitment and 
sportsmanship during your years playing Hockey for 
Woodlands! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We look forward to new and exciting activities coming 
up in the next Season! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Well done to Christina Steyn who rode in the Sanesa 
Show Jumping Qualifier. She received a 14th place and 
obtained 87 school points. 
 
Christina rode amazingly well in her next event and 
received a 6th place out of 24 riders. She obtained 95 
school points 
 
Unfortunately Kaylene Waghorn had to scratch as her 
horse had injured herself. 
 
Christina on her horse called Capricorn's Terry's Turf 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This will take place on Friday the 14th of June from 
13h30. Come along to support and enjoy the fun event! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPORTS NEWS 

END OF THE SEASON 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

EQUASTRIAN 

INTER-HOUSE HOCKEY 



 
 
We are planning to launch our Cross Country running 
season and introduce mountain biking at Woodlands at 
this event. Please join us for what should be a great day. 
Ride and run local community trails at the NOAG’s 
Market MTB and Trail Run Series. Hosted by the City of 
Ekurhuleni in aid of the Ekurhuleni MTB and Trail Run 
Park in a relaxed, fun, family orientated vibe. 
More info  
https://downloads.d6communicator.com/downloads/re
sources/236_resource_5cf4b58938953416402344.pdf?1
559637141 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please ensure you display your school security sticker on 
your windscreen in order to have entry into the school. 

 

 
Please note that our Swop Shop is open on Thursday 
mornings from 07h15-08h30 and on Thursday 
afternoons from 13h00-14h00. 
 

 

Woodlands College team shirts are in stock in all sizes at 
School and Leisure stockists.  
 

Facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com/woodlandsseniorcollegene
ws/ 
 
Boksburg Advertiser Article: 
https://boksburgadvertiser.co.za/331538/r9-000-raised-
for-three-npos/ 
 

 

Please note: Senior College parents can still park on the 
pavement at the turnstile gate on Leith Road. 

Parking arrangements as of 1 June for the Junior College:  

Please note that the current drop and go area will not be 
accessible from the 1st week in June due to earth works 
and paving that will be happening around the hall. 
Therefore, a new temporary drop and go area will be 
implemented.  

The new drop and go area will be in Dr. Vosloo road. 
Vehicles will drive into the new field (The Meadows) and 
the child will be dropped off. The child will then walk 
along the inside of the property along the trees and out 
of the gate, to cross at the crossing guards. Please only 
cross at the guards/pedestrian crossing. Vehicles will 
then follow the flow of the route and then drive out 
again. The flow will be a one way in and out only.   

The waiting area for children and parents will be on the 
inside by the sports fields and not on the pavement or 
the road. Students will be brought to this area in the 
afternoons by their teachers and parents can collect 
them here from here. There will be limited parking on 
the pavement area on Dr. Vosloo during this time due to 
safety concerns for the children. 

Parking on the pavement in Leith Road will also not be 
permitted during this period, as the gates will be closed 
to vehicles and pedestrians and will not be accessible. 
Please do not use the staff gate as a pedestrian gate to 
enter or exit.  

We ask that you please adhere to the security guards 
and their instructions with regards to the parking.   

We thank you once again for your patience and 
understanding during this building period. It will be 
worth it! 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW DROP AND GO AREA NEW IDEAS 

SECURITY STICKERS 

SWOP SHOP 

SPORTS UNIFORM 

USEFUL LINKS 

https://downloads.d6communicator.com/downloads/resources/236_resource_5cf4b58938953416402344.pdf?1559637141
https://downloads.d6communicator.com/downloads/resources/236_resource_5cf4b58938953416402344.pdf?1559637141
https://downloads.d6communicator.com/downloads/resources/236_resource_5cf4b58938953416402344.pdf?1559637141
https://www.facebook.com/woodlandsseniorcollegenews/
https://www.facebook.com/woodlandsseniorcollegenews/
https://boksburgadvertiser.co.za/331538/r9-000-raised-for-three-npos/
https://boksburgadvertiser.co.za/331538/r9-000-raised-for-three-npos/

